hitler speaks, april 28, 1939
which Herr Hitler shares, a peaceful Germany and Austria were
fallen upon in 1914 by a gang of wicked designing nations, headed
by Belgium and Serbia, and would have defended herself successfully
if only she had not been stabbed in the back by the Jews. Against
such opinions it is vain to argue.
But when Herr Hitler complains of the reparations exacted
from Germany, we are surely entitled to point out that far more
than was ever extracted in reparations was lent to Germany, part
by Britain, but mostly by the United States of America, the bulk
of which is not likely to be repaid. The reparation clauses of the
Treaty of Versailles were never enforced, and so far from bleeding
Germany white, the victorious Allies and Associated Powers poured
enormous wealth into Germany after the war, and thus enabled
her to modernise her industries and revive her economic well-being.
Unhappily Germany has sought to use these benefits to forge a
hideous apparatus of slaughter to hold the world to ransom or
subject it to servitude.
The system of compulsory service now introduced into Britain
in peacetime, or what is called peacetime, implies the sacrifice of
the most deeply rooted habits of an island people. It is an act of
faith and a symbol of Britain's resolve not to fail in her part of the
conflict which is now opening for individual liberty and public law.
The great causes which are afoot must march forward until they
are vindicated and securely enthroned. But all the more is it
necessary to proclaim that we in Britain and in France—and, I am
sure, in the United States—ask no security for ourselves that we
are not willing to share with a free, peaceful and happy Germany.
If there be encirclement of Germany, it is not military or economic
encirclement. It is a psychological encirclement. The masses of
tie peoples in all the countries around Germany are forcing their
governments to be on their guard against tyranny and invasion,
and to join for that purpose with other like-minded States. Nothing
can now stop this process except a change of heart in the German
leaders, or a change of those leaders. But there is no country in
the Grand Alliance that is being formed in Europe, with the full
sympathy and approval of the United States, that would tolerate
for one moment the idea of attacking Germany, or of trying to
impede her peaceful development and legitimate growth. On the
contrary the return of Germany to the circle and family of Europe,
and to the wide, lofty uplands of a progressive, tolerant, prosperous
civilisation, remains the sovereign hope of the British, French and
American democracies. And this is what is going to happen in
the end.
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